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' give me your oath' The oath was given Gopal Singh now
asked permission to go home to Mhow, and not only received
it, but was also loaded with presents He went accordingly,
and on his return to Eedur, the raja received him affectionately,
and made him a present of the sword and shield which had
been worn by the late Prince Domed Singh Many people,
however, who observed all that was going on, warned Gopal
Singh that the raja would some day play him false *Re-
' collect,' said they, * how Bhowanee Singh deceived Soorujmul,
' of Chandunee, to his death, and how he treacherously slew
'the young chief of Merasun It is the very rule of their
' house to do such things as these' Gopal Singh, however,
paid no attention to these warnings Even when his own
father-in-law, Puharjee, of Todhura, entreated him to beware,
he refused to believe, and said, ' It was with such bugbears as
' these that Kunukajee and Dheerjee were kept at a distance
' from the court You want me to belie\e them that you may
' keep me away, too '

After this, Gopal Singh's mother having died, he procured,
with much entreaty from the raja, leave to visit Mhow, in
order to perform her obsequies At home, too, many people
said to him, ' Do not go back to Eedur,' but he paid no
attention to the advice of any one His step-mother and his
wife then arranged, so that when he prepared to go to Eedur
he was met outside the village by a string of women carrying
black and broken water-vessels, and by other ill omens
Nevertheless the chief went his way to Eedur

Many days after this, in the year A D 1831, the raja, having
first administered a solemn oath of secrecy to the Kusbatees
who were in his service, said to them, * You must put Gopal

* Singh to death this day'   Not one of them would, however,
agree to undertake the task    The raja then sent for Meroo,
the Smdhi, and having sworn him to secrecy in the same way,
procured his consent to the deed    The day before, the raja
had said to Gopal Singh, * To-morrow is the feast of Shiv-
' ratree, so you must come early in the morning, and then

* we will manage what we have settled about killing Durjun

* Singh'    In the morning, therefore, Gopal Singh got up,
bathed, took his breakfast, and having made himself ready,